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INTRODUCTION

La Pêche is a rural municipality with a pastoral character and approximately 8,000 inhabitants. It is located in the 
heart of the Outaouais hills, near the National Capital and on the edge of Gatineau Park. It is traversed by the 
Gatineau and La Pêche rivers and includes several lakes and hills.

The Municipality is distinguished by the bilingualism of its population and by the vitality of its community life. 
There are several village centres, each with its own story and particularities.

La Pêche is also distinguished by its many recreational and tourist centres of interest, including, among others, a 
village with high recreational and tourist value, ski resorts, and golf courses. It also provides access to beaches and 
a vast network of trails in Gatineau Park, where you can enjoy hiking, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, and 
snowshoeing. The Municipality thus represents a preferred living environment for outdoor enthusiasts.

With the aim of offering a quality of life that meets the expectations of its population, the Municipality adopted 
its very first Strategic Plan in 2019 (2019–2023). Specifically, it identified the need to produce an improvement 
profile for its parks and to implement the resulting action plan. This objective reflects the results of polls, 
discussions with the population, and the inspection of playground equipment, which revealed the need to initiate 
the parks’ modernization at the municipal level.

As mentioned by several locals, the Municipality considers that the time has come to « show the parks some 
love ». To this end, it is implementing its Parks and Green Spaces Master Plan.

THE ISSUES

‣ Propose a 2020–2030 vision for village centres that considers the Municipality’s dispersed urban fabric;
‣ Promote a mix of uses according to age groups;
‣ Facilitate access to parks and green spaces and encourage travel on foot or by bicycle;
‣ Define a specific intervention program for Central Park in the Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham sector;
‣ Develop an identity charter to promote a unique image for the Municipality;
‣ Contribute to the recognition of sites through the quality of their facilities;
‣ Facilitate the identification of places and the population’s sense of belonging to their Municipality;
‣ Establish a participatory approach between stakeholders and users.
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CONCERNED TERRITORY 

The Municipality of La Pêche is located within the 
MRC des Collines-de-l'Outaouais. With an area of 
596 square kilometres, it is the largest municipality 
in the MRC and one of the largest in Québec.

Its population density is 13 people per square 
kilometre, which is significantly lower than that of 
the MRC, which is 25 people per square kilometre.

One third (29%) of its territory is protected by the 
Act Respecting the Preservation of Agricultural 
Land and Agricultural Activities. Part of its territory 
is also included within Gatineau Park.

La Pêche has 10 sectors, nine of which include a 
village centre. The Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham and 
Wakefield sectors comprise the two main village 
centres of the Municipality. They are also the only 
sectors to include an urbanization perimeter.

The main structural elements of the Municipality 
relating to parks, schools and community life, 
recreational sports, and culture are shown on the 
map (opposite).

Structuring Elements:

Parks with Playgrounds School Park School Community Life Sports Life Recreational Life Cultural Life

1 Curé-Bouchard Park 1 Sainte-Cécile Park 1 Secondary school 1 Library 1 Sports Complex 1 Outdoor ice rink 1 Movie

2 De la Grotte Park 2 Au Coeur des Collines Park 2 Primary school 2 Community center 2 Outdoor basketball 2 Multi-sports surface 2 Book

3 Monette Park 3 Wakefield School Park 3 Youth centre 3 Race 3 Petanque 3 Fairbairn House

4 Meunier-Werrell Park 4 Family centre 4 Gymnasium 4 Sunday bikedays 4 Music

5 Du Moulin Park 5 Golden age club 5 Figure skating 5 Artists' place

6 Biron Park 6 Community organization 6 Baseball field 6 Covered bridge

7 Rupert Park 7 Soccer field 7 Theater

8 Bill-Gonzalez Park 8 Voleyball

9 De la Rivière Park

10 Butternut Park



Page  of 5 18

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

LA PÊCHE MUNICIPALITY

The population of La Pêche is currently around 8,000 inhabitants. Although an aging trend is expected over the 
next few years, the arrival of new households is also anticipated, thanks to its proximity to the urban centre of 
Ottawa-Gatineau, the increase in teleworking, and the rising appeal of living environments focused on the 
outdoors and leisure.
The orientations of the new MRC development plan aim to consolidate development within the urbanization 
perimeters. The arrival of new households should therefore be felt mainly in the sectors of Sainte-Cécile-de-
Masham and Wakefield.
This may also occur in other sectors but at a much lower level, due to a lack of land open to development in 
these areas. The arrival of these new households could, however, lead to the conversion of second homes into 
main residences at an increasing frequency.

PARKS WITH PLAYGROUNDS
18,6 HA (46 ACRES)

1 PARK / 727 INHABITANTS 23,3 M² / INHABITANTS

PARKS AND GREEN SPACES
22,6 HA (55,8 ACRES)

PARK OFFERINGS

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends a ratio of 10 m² of park space per capita. The Municipality 
of La Pêche, which has 19 hectares of equipped parks, if Central Park in Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham is included, has 
a ratio of 23.3 m² of park space per inhabitant. This value rises to 28.2 m² of park space per capita if all the green 
spaces are included as well as the linear park located along Riverside Drive in Wakefield. It should be noted that 
school parks are not included in this count.

Comparatively, Candiac has a ratio of 29 m² of park space per inhabitant; Kirkland has a ratio of 19 m² of park 
space per inhabitant; Beaconsfield has a ratio of 17 m² of park space per inhabitant; and Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue 
has a ratio of 41 m² per inhabitant.

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA.org) identifies for North America a median ratio of one 
park per 1,300 inhabitants for municipalities with less than 20,000 inhabitants. With 11 parks with playgrounds for 
a population of around 8,000 inhabitants, La Pêche has a ratio of one park per 727 inhabitants.

To continue with comparisons, the data for neighbouring localities is as follows:

MUNICIPALITY OF CANTLEY

‣ 11,000 inhabitants

‣ 18 parks with playgrounds (one park for 611 inhabitants)

MUNICIPALITY OF CHELSEA

‣ 7,000 inhabitants

‣ 9 parks with playgrounds (one park for 778 inhabitants).

MUNICIPALITY OF VAL-DES-MONTS

‣ 12,500 inhabitants

‣ 4 parks with playgrounds (one park for 3,125 inhabitants).

With ratios of 23.3 m² of park per inhabitant and one park for 727 inhabitants, La Pêche presents no deficit in 
terms of the provision of services, at least at the level of the Municipality. In addition to park offerings, it can also 
count on abundant natural spaces that contribute to the well-being of its population.
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Table 1 : Park TypologyPARK TYPOLOGY

Park typology permits the determination of their hierarchy and a better understanding of their coverage within 
the Municipality. This typology can be useful for planning facilities and activities as well as for managing resources. 
Park typology is defined according to various criteria: the area, the activities carried out (active, passive, or 
recreational), the geographical position, the service area, and the number of facilities and services. Parks with 
playgrounds are classified according to four types of parks.

MUNICIPAL PARKS

‣ Des Loups / Curé-Bouchard Park (Lac-des-Loups) 3.6 ha

‣ Central Park (Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham) 7.3 ha

‣ Bill-Gonzalez Park (Wakefield) 3.3 ha

COMMUNITY PARKS  

‣ Monette Park (Duclos)

‣ Du Moulin Park (Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham)

‣ Millénaire Park (Rupert)

‣ Riverside Linear Park (Wakefield)

‣ Hendrick Park (Wakefield)

NEIGHBOURHOOD PARKS 

‣ De la Grotte Park (East Aldfield)

‣ Meunier-Werrell Park (Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham)

‣ Biron Park (Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham)

‣ De la Rivière Park (Wakefield)

‣ Butternut Park (Edelweiss)

PLOTS

‣ Roquebrune-sur-Argens Place (Wakefield)

‣ Geggie Place (Wakefield)

‣ de la Paix Place (Wakefield)

‣ Louis Rompré Park (Wakefield)

 

MUNICIPAL PARK
AREA: 3 to 9 ha
PASSIVE / ACTIVE / RECREATIONAL

‣ Central location, very accessible
‣ Off-street parking
‣ Vegetable canopy: 30%
‣ Naturalization: 20%

 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK
AREA: 1 to 3 ha
PASSIVE / ACTIVE (playground, multisport board)

‣ Location 10 minutes walk
‣ Connections with active modes
‣ On-street parking
‣ Opening on the street: 50%
‣ Vegetable canopy: 30%

 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK
AREA: 0.4 to 1 ha
PASSIVE / ASSETS (playground)

‣ Accessible in 5 minutes on foot
‣ Nested in the urban or rural fabric
‣ No parking required
‣ Vegetable canopy: 30%

 

PLOT
AREA: 0.2 to 0.4 ha
LIABILITIES

‣ Accessible in 5 minutes on foot
‣ No parking required
‣ Mineral surfaces
‣ Event / street truck
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Parks and green spaces

Municipal Park Community Park Neighborhood Park Green Space Neighborhood Potential Park

1 Des Loups / Curé-Bouchard Park 1 Monette Park 1 De la Grotte Park 1 Des Fondateurs Park 1 North Rupert Potential Park

- Curé-Bouchard Park 2 Du Moulin Park 2 Meunier-Werrell Park 2 Lascelles Park 2 South Wakefield Potential Park

- Des Loups Park 3 Millénaire Park 3 Biron Park 3 South Edelweiss Potential Park

- McKenny Park 4 Riverside Linear Park 4 De la Rivière Park

2 Central Park - Roquebrune-sur-Argens Place 5 Butternut Park

3 Bill-Gonzalez Park - Geggie Park

- De la Paix Park

- Louis-Rompré Park

5 Hendrick Park
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PARK MAPS

MUNICIPALITY OF LA PÊCHE

As shown in the image (opposite), La Pêche currently has a 
total of 15 main parks and green spaces, including 3 
municipal parks, 5 community parks, 5 neighborhood parks, 
and 2 plots (without equipment). Note that due to their 
proximity and their interrelation, certain parks and green 
spaces identified in the inventory have been amalgamated 
here and presented as a single entity.
The World Health Organization recommends that green 
spaces be accessible to all residents within a maximum 
radius of a 15-minute walking distance. To adapt this 
recommendation to rural areas, two service areas have 
been identified for each of the parks: an area equivalent to 
a 15-minute walking distance and a service area equivalent 
to 5 minutes by car.
It is therefore possible to see in the image (opposite) that 
the distribution of parks in the Municipality is fairly well 
balanced overall between the sectors, with a greater 
concentration of parks in the two main village centres and 
a layout focused along the current and planned active 
inter-village network.

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Gatineau Park



Page  de 8 18

Parc de la Gatineau

SAINTE-CÉCILE-DE-MASHAM

RUPERT

LASCELLES

FARRELLTON

ALCOVE

WAKEFIELD

EDELWEISS

DUCLOS

LAC-DES-LOUPS

EAST ALDFIELD

+

2 500 m

+

2 500 m

2 500 m

+

2 500 m

+

+2 500 m

+750 m

+750 m +750 m

+750 m

+
+

+

+

+

2 500 m

+

750 m

3

+

1

2

2

2

1

3 +5

2

+

2 500 m

+
750 m

1

4

+
2 500 m

+
75

0 m

5

1

3

4

Gatineau Park

LAC-DES-LOUPS AND EAST ALDFIELD SECTORS

These rural areas, far from urban centres, have two parks for 1,165 
people: a municipal park (des Loups Park / Curé-Bouchard) in the 
Lac-des-Loups sector and a neighborhood park (de la Grotte Park) 
in the East Aldfield area. In general, there are long distances to be 
covered between the homes and parks, which necessitates travel by 
car.
Considering the ratios of one park for 583 inhabitants and 34 m² of 
park per inhabitant, the good coverage of the service areas of the 
current parks (walking and car distances), and the demographic 
profile of the population, it is not necessary to create a new park 
here. However, it will be necessary to renew the installations and 
arrangements to ensure their attractiveness. Currently, the parks are 
not very visible and show signs of fatigue.

Parks and green spaces:

Municipal Park

1 Des Loups / Curé-Bouchard Park

- Curé-Bouchard Park

- Des Loups Park

- McKenny Park

Neighborhood Park

1 De la Grotte Park

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve
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V

SAINTE-CÉCILE-DE-MASHAM AND DUCLOS SECTORS

These sectors have good park coverage. The Duclos sector has a 
community park (Monette Park), while the more densely populated 
Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham sector has four equipped parks (including 
Central Park) and a green space. Central Park will provide a wide 
range of recreational uses to serve the entire Municipality. Ultimately, 
with Central Park, the Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham and Duclos sectors 
will benefit from the highest park ratios in the Municipality, i.e., a 
ratio of one park for 572 inhabitants and a ratio of 32.4 m² of park 
per inhabitant.
In the Duclos sector, considering the good coverage of the service 
area of Monette Park and its demographic profile, there is no need 
to create a new park.
With respect to the Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham sector, although 
development plans exist, considering the good coverage of the 
service areas of the current parks, there is also no need to create a 
new park. However, the Municipality must consolidate the 
positioning of des Fondateurs Park as a gathering place. It must also 
focus on linking existing parks with safe pedestrian and cycling paths.
In these sectors, it will also be a question of renewing installations 
and arrangements to ensure multigenerational and more diversified 
uses.
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Parks and green spaces:

Municipal Park Neighborhood Park

2 Central Park 2 Meunier-Werrell Park

Community Park 3 Biron Park

1 Monette Park Green Space

2 Du Moulin Park 1 Des Fondateurs Park

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Gatineau Park
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FARRELLTON, LASCELLES, RUPERT, AND ALCOVE SECTORS

These rural sectors have only one equipped park for 1,125 people, 
namely Millénaire Park, located in the Rupert sector. Long distances 
must be covered between homes and this park by car. Although 
equipped with swings, a sandbox, and a gazebo with picnic tables, 
Lascelles Park is not considered for the purposes of this exercise as 
a significantly equipped park. Rather, it is considered a green space 
that could be used by the residents of the village of Lascelles.
The ratios of one park for 1,125 inhabitants and 13 m² of park per 
inhabitant constitute the lowest ratios in the Municipality. Although 
these sectors are not expected to develop significantly in the 
medium and long term, some riverside second homes could 
eventually be converted into main residences, which could increase 
the need for park and green space. Therefore, the addition of a 
neighborhood park in the northern part of these sectors could 
possibly be necessary to improve the offer.
Renewing the Millennium Park facilities will also be necessary to 
ensure its attractiveness.
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Parks and green spaces:

Community Park

3 Millénaire Park

Green space

2 Lascelles Park

Potential Neighborhood Park

1 North Rupert Potential Park

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve
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WAKEFIELD SECTOR

This predominantly urban area is the most densely populated in the 
Municipality. It also attracts a large tourist clientele. It has two 
equipped parks, namely Bill-Gonzalez and de la Rivière parks. It also 
features Hendrick Park, a park that functions as a museum, which is 
found at the mouth of the covered bridge and incorporates the 
heritage centre of Fairbairn House. The reorganization of Bill-
Gonzalez Park into a municipal park would allow the 1,550 
inhabitants of the area to benefit from a ratio of one park for 775 
inhabitants and a ratio of 39.5 m² of park per inhabitant, which is 
higher than the average at the Municipal level.
While the northern part of the sector is generally well served by the 
park, the southern part, where future development will be 
concentrated, could eventually prove to be poorly served. The future 
urbanization of the southern sector could therefore justify the 
creation of a new neighborhood park in the medium and long term.
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Parks and green spaces:

Municipal Park Neighborhood Park

3 Bill-Gonzalez Park 4 De la Rivière Park

Community Park Potential Neighborhood Park

4 Riverside Linear Park 2 South Wakefield Potential Park

- Roquebrune-sur-Argens Place

- Geggie Park

- De la Paix Park

- Louis-Rompré Park

5 Hendrick Park

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Gatineau Park
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Gatineau Park

EDELWEISS SECTOR

This rural sector has only one park for 1,035 people, the Butternut 
neighborhood park. There are long distances to be covered 
between homes and this park, which necessitates travel by car.
With ratios of one park for 1,035 inhabitants and 0.48 m² of park 
per inhabitant, the Edelweiss sector has both the lowest park ratio 
and lowest median age in the Municipality. The short, medium, and 
long-term development of rural land use areas for consolidation and 
reserve near the Edelweiss ski resort and the Gatineau River could 
also help increase the population of the sector and maintain a low 
median age and thus increase the need for parks.
Although part of the sector can benefit from the nearby de la 
Rivière Park, the addition of a neighborhood park in the southern 
part of this sector, in the medium or long term, could therefore be 
necessary to ensure an adequate supply.
Renewing the Butternut Park facilities will also be necessary to 
improve its attractiveness.

Parks and green spaces:

Neighborhood Park

5 Butternut Park

Potential Neighborhood Park

3 South Edelweiss Potential Park

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve

Perimeters:

Walking distance
(15 minutes or 750 m)

Road distance
(5 minutes or 2,500 m)

Municipal boundary

Urbanization perimeter

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Active inter-village network:

Source: Plan de transport actif, Municipality of La Pêche, 2017

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Designated roadways Designated roadways Designated roadways

Sunday bikedays

Paved shoulder

Existant networks

Trans Canada Trail

Multifunctional trail

Paved shoulder

Projected networks Networks to improve
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Lac des 
Loups

East 
Aldfield

Duclos Ste-Cécile-de-Masham Rupert Wakefield Edelweiss

Curé 
Bouchard 
Park

De la 
Grotte 
Park

Monette 
Park

Central 
Park

Du Moulin 
Park

Meunier-
Werrell 
Park

Biron Park Du 
Millénaire 
Park

Bill-
Gonzalez 
Park

Riverside 
Linear Park

Hendrick 
Park

De la 
Rivière 
Park

Butternut 
Park

Area 3,6 ha 0,41 ha 0,61 ha 7.3 ha 0,78 ha 0,45 ha 0,14 ha 1,47 ha 5,97 ha 0,97 ha 0,8 ha 0,51 ha 0,05 ha
Classification Municipal Neighbour Community Municipal Community Neighbour Neighbour Community Municipal Community Community Neighbour Neighbour

Site Amenities
Shade structure √ √
Picnic tables √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Waste basket √
Benches √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Seating wall √ √ √ √
Park Signage
Pathways HD √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Nature Trail √ √ √
Stonedust Trail
Maintenance road √ √ √
Post Rail Fencing √ √
Naturalized Area √ √
Open Lawn
Entrance Feature √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Lookout √ √ √ √ √ √
Podium √ √ √ √ √
Access to waterfront 
Boat launch 
Parking √ √
Drinking fountain √ √ √ √
Day camp facilities √
Public toilets √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Lighting √
Wi-fi
Art Installation √
Bike racks √ √ √ √
Bike station √
Shade structure √ √ √
Picnic tables
Waste basket √ √ √
Benches √ √ √
Seating wall

Play Areas
Junior play structure 0-5 years old √ √ √ √ √
Senior play structure 5-12 years 
old √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Swing set √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Educational play area 
Sand play area √ √ √ √ √ √
Water play or splash pa
Pataugeoire
Basketball court √
Basketball key √ √ √ √ √
Volleyball Court √
Pickle Ball court √
Tennis Courts
Multi-use Court
Skateboard √
Pumptrack
Fitness area √
Puddle Rink
Temporary Boarded Rink
Permanent Boarded Rink √ √ √ √
Pétanque field √ √
Mini soccer field √
Junior Soccer field
Intermediate soccer field
Full soccer field √ √
Football Field
Baseball (Junior)
Baseball (Senior)
Toboggan Hill (winter) √
Junior play structure √

QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE PARKS

Field observations and analyses were conducted for each of the parks. These analyses revealed a certain 
homogeneity between the parks, no doubt due to management’s concern with equity between the 
Municipality sectors. The following main observations were made.

‣ A certain blandness of the space with almost no plant heritage;

‣ A lack of space dedicated to socialization with a lack of intergenerational appeal;

‣ Confusion about the park type, which were all considered neighborhood parks;

‣ Standardization of play equipment with a range of swings, slides, and sandboxes;

‣ No offer in terms of accessibility;

‣ Little enhancement of the surrounding environment or interaction with it.

The table (opposite) illustrates the compilation of the elements inventoried in each of the parks.

Table 2 : Services and equipment installed in the main parks of La Pêche (2020)

Legend
Existing item √
Absent item
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The guiding principles are the fundamental rules or concepts that must frame decision making with respect to 
parks and green spaces to achieve the municipal vision. The following eight guiding principles are therefore 
established. 

1st Principle
OPTIMIZATION OF THE OFFER

Optimization of the parks and green spaces offer must occur at both the sector and municipality levels.

a) Optimization of the offer at the sector level

On the one hand, the development of parks and green spaces must be carried out at the level of the sector to 
take into account the demography and the current and future needs of their communities. In some areas, 
improvements need to be planned to meet the needs of an aging population. In other sectors, a reserve of land 
for the creation of parks should be considered to meet the needs of the new families expected there.

b) Optimization of the offer at the municipality level

The development of parks and green spaces must also be carried out at the level of the municipality to take into 
account their complementarity and to ensure the diversification of facilities. Parks and green spaces should 
therefore not be developed in such a way that each has the same equipment. Rather, they must together form a 
vast network that provides a diversified and complementary range of equipment for the entire population of La 
Pêche.

2nd Principle
LONG-TERM PLANNING

Long-term planning of parks and green spaces allows for the coherent and thoughtful planning of interventions 
to avoid piecemeal developments and to favour quality and sustainability over quantity.

Long-term planning, notably through a multi-year investment plan, must therefore be established to rationalize 
the desired investments in the short, medium, and long term. Such planning will make it possible, for instance, to 
plan group purchases and obtain better unit prices, such as for street furniture (benches, picnic tables, bins, etc.), 
lighting, mineral surfaces, and children’s games. 

3rd Principle
STANDARDIZATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT DESIGN 

The design of planned developments within parks and green spaces must be standardized to ensure their rigour 
and consistency. For the improvement of an existing park or the creation of a new one, processes that involve 
predefined stages and the production of standardized plans and documents are to be expected. Experts such as 
landscape architects (AAPQ) will be able to support the Municipality in these processes.

VISION

The municipal vision for parks and green spaces is a projection into the future, expressing the Municipality’s 
wishes for its parks and green spaces. It is not in itself a firm commitment but an ideal to be achieved. It serves to 
direct the efforts of the Municipality towards a clearly stated objective. The following statement expresses the 
municipal vision based on a 2020–2030 horizon.

The parks and green spaces of La Pêche are accessible, safe, pleasant, and complementary. 
Together, they form a coherent network that offers a mix of activities and facilities that 
promote the development of people of all ages and all conditions. By the distinctive signature 
of their facilities and their animation, they position themselves as public places unique to the 
Municipality of La Pêche. The population can therefore recognize them easily and make them 
their own. Planned according to an eco-responsible approach, they blend in with their 
environment.



Page  of 15 18

4th Principle
STANDARDIZATION OF MATERIALS AND STREET FURNITURE 

The standardization of materials and street furniture involves the adoption of a charter specifying, among other 
aspects, the flooring, furniture, signage, lighting, and planting favoured for the development of parks and green 
spaces. This standardization will make it possible to create a distinctive signature for the parks and green spaces 
of La Pêche, for citizens and visitors, while facilitating and harmonizing the maintenance of the installations. A 
combination of wood and metal, in terms of materials and colour, will become the main signature of the parks 
within the Municipality.

5th Principle
UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY

To promote the accessibility of parks for all users, new developments must apply the Guide for the development 
of play spaces accessible to people with disabilities (Annex H of standard CAN / CSA-Z614). According to this 
guide, the updating of play equipment (18 months to 12 years) or the creation of new parks must respect 
accessibility for all.

6th Principle
INCLUSION OF SENIORS 

La Pêche has established the “Municipalité amie des aînés (MADA)” senior friendly action plan. Among the 
objectives of this plan, the city is undertaking, in particular, to increase the sidewalk network and improve paving 
quality to provide access to the water and to ensure a safe living environment both at the physical and social 
levels. Parks help keep seniors active, lift them out of their isolation, and improve their health and quality of life. 
Their surroundings must therefore be sensitive to their needs by facilitating their inclusion in community life.

7th Principle
THE ENVIRONMENTAL APPROACH

Adopting an environmental approach in the design and construction of parks and green spaces helps to maintain 
the biodiversity of the environment and reduce the ecological footprint of the planned interventions. It also 
makes it possible to interweave the territory’s green and blue networks. In this regard, one of the objectives of 
the Municipality’s strategic plan concerns the protection of the environment and the enhancement and 
conservation of the La Pêche and Gatineau rivers. The environmental approach also invites citizens to give 
meaning to social and community life.

8th Principle
ANIMATION

Through its family policy, the Municipality aims, in particular, to promote the active participation of families, to 
promote the creation and maintenance of links between families from different communities, and to facilitate a 

sense of ownership and belonging. Parks are places where collective life happens and an extension of the public 
space that the population and families, in particular, must adopt.

To promote this adoption, the parks must have animation. They are meeting places for different age groups that, 
depending on their size, can accommodate sports, leisure, and even cultural activities. The Municipality must 
therefore stimulate synergy between the population and organizations and associations to animate the parks and 
thus make them dynamic and relevant.
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Lac des 
Loups

East 
Aldfield

Duclos Ste-Cécile-de-Masham Rupert Wakefield Edelweiss

Curé 
Bouchard 
Park

De la 
Grotte 
Park

Monette 
Park

Central 
Park

Du Moulin 
Park

Meunier-
Werrell 
Park

Biron Park Du 
Millénaire 
Park

Bill-
Gonzalez 
Park

Riverside 
Linear Park

Hendrick 
Park

De la 
Rivière 
Park

Butternut 
Park

Area 3,6 ha 0,41 ha 0,61 ha 7.3 ha 0,78 ha 0,45 ha 0,14 ha 1,47 ha 5,97 ha 0,97 ha 0,8 ha 0,51 ha 0,05 ha
Classification Municipal Neighbour Community Municipal Community Neighbour Neighbour Community Municipal Community Community Neighbour Neighbour

Site Amenities
Shade structure √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Picnic tables √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Waste basket √ √ √
Benches √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Seating wall √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Park Signage √ √ √ √ √
Pathways HD √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Nature Trail √ √ √
Stonedust Trail √ √ √ √
Maintenance road √ √ √
Post Rail Fencing √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Naturalized Area √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Open Lawn √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Entrance Feature √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Lookout √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Podium √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Access to waterfront √ √ √
Boat launch √ √
Parking √ √ √
Drinking fountain √ √ √ √ √
Day camp facilities √
Public toilets √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Lighting √ √ √
Wi-fi √ √ √
Art Installation √ √ √
Bike racks √ √ √ √ √
Bike station √ √ √ √ √ √
Shade structure √ √ √
Picnic tables √ √ √
Waste basket √ √ √ √
Benches √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Seating wall √ √ √

Play Areas
Junior play structure 0-5 years old √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Senior play structure 5-12 years 
old √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Swing set √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Educational play area √ √ √
Sand play area √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Water play or splash pa Optionnel

Pataugeoire
Basketball court √ √
Basketball key √ √ √ √
Volleyball Court √
Pickle Ball court √ √
Tennis Courts √
Multi-use Court √ √ √ √
Skateboard √ √ √
Pumptrack √
Fitness area √ √
Puddle Rink √
Temporary Boarded Rink
Permanent Boarded Rink √ √ √ √
Pétanque field √ √
Mini soccer field √
Junior Soccer field
Intermediate soccer field √
Full soccer field √
Football Field
Baseball (Junior)
Baseball (Senior) √
Toboggan Hill (winter) √
Junior play structure √ √

MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

This master plan should not be considered a compulsory development plan but a useful working tool for 
the coherent planning of parks and green spaces in the Municipality for the 2020–2030 horizon. It is to be 
implemented based on the availability of the Municipality’s financial and human resources. This 
implementation may also be influenced by subsidies the Municipality may benefit from as well as by citizen 
involvement in the development of the parks and green spaces.

The table (opposite) indicates the current and projected services and equipment in each of the parks that 
could improve the current offer based on a 2020–2030 horizon. The first intervention priorities were 
established for parks with a large number of obsolete components or that do not meet current standards. 
The second intervention priorities were established for parks requiring a medium-term renewal of their 
facilities or the addition of facilities in response to specific requests or to improve the distribution of 
equipment between the Municipal sectors. Finally, the last intervention priorities were established for parks 
requiring longer-term renewal of their facilities or the addition of new facilities.

SHORT-TERM INVESTMENTS

‣ Des Loups / Curé-Bouchard Park
‣ De la Grotte Park
‣ Monette Park (current investments)

‣ Du Moulin Park - Phase 1
‣ De la Rivière Park (current investments)

MEDIUM-TERM INVESTMENTS 

‣ Meunier-Werrell Park
‣ Biron Park (some recently realized investments)

‣ Riverside Linear Park
‣ Butternut Park

LONG-TERM INVESTMENTS

‣ Du Moulin Park - Phase 2
‣ Du Millénaire Park
‣ Bill-Gonzalez Park
‣ Hendrick Park

Table 3 : Services and equipment projected in the main parks of La Pêche (2020-2030 horizon)

Legend
Existing item √
Projected item √
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ANNEXES
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RESOURCES CONTACTED

MUNICIPAL SERVICES

‣ Denise Patry, head of the Recreation, Culture and Community Life Department
‣ Yves Régimbald, head of the Capital, Parks, and green Spaces Department
‣ Marcel Marchildon, urbanist, Urban Planning and Environment Department
‣ Benoit Doré, project manager, Public Works and Environnement

RECREATION COMMISSION

‣ Francis Beausoleil, President
‣ Carolanne Larocque, municipal councilor
‣ Réjean Desjardins, municipal councilor
‣ Annie Lesage, citizen member
‣ Denis Gervais, citizen member
‣ Marie-Claude Gauthier, citizen member
‣ Murielle Renaud, citizen member
‣ Benoit Philippe, citizen member
‣ Manon Lafontaine, citizen member
‣ Danièle Morisset, Recreation Department

THANKS
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‣ Thank you for the contribution of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities through the grant from the 
Municipal Asset Management Program.
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